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The poetry of the Earth is never dead.  
                                                                – John Keats 
 

 

John Keats (31 October 1795 – 23 February 1821) was an English Romantic 
poet. He was one of the main figures of the second generation of Romantic poets, 
along with Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley, despite his works having been 
in publication for only four years before his death from tuberculosis at the 
age of 25. Although his poems were not generally well received by critics during 
his lifetime, his reputation grew after his death, and by the end of the 19th century, 
he had become one of the most beloved of all English poets. The poetry of Keats 
is characterised by sensual imagery, most notably in the series of odes. Today his 
poems and letters are some of the most popular and most analysed in English 
literature. Some of the most acclaimed works of Keats are “Ode to Nightingale”, 
“Sleep and Poetry”, and the famous sonnet “On First Looking into Chapman’s 
Homer”. 
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