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The earth we abuse and the living things we kill will, in the end, 
take their revenge; for in exploiting their presence. We are 
diminishing our future.                                                 – Marya Mannes 

 

 

Marya Mannes (14 November 1904 – 13 September 1990) was a 20th-
century American author and critic. She wrote under the pen name of, "Sec." 
Mannes lived most of her life in New York City, where she was born. Her 
brother was musician Leopold Mannes. Her parents, Clara (Damrosch)  
and David Mannes, founded the Mannes College of Music in New York. 
Her maternal grandfather was conductor Leopold Damrosch, and her 
maternal uncles were conductors Walter Damrosch and Frank Damrosch. 
Her father was Jewish; her mother was from a Lutheran German family. 
Mannes was an editor at Vogue and later wrote prolifically for the magazines  
The Reporter and The New Yorker. Mannes published a number of books of 
essays, sharply and wittily critical of American society. She was a much-
sought-after social commentator on radio and television. She hosted her own 
13-week television show on New York's WNEW-TV in 1959, I Speak for 
Myself. Mannes had one child who survived her when She died in San 
Francisco, California. 
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